
 

 

MaCCI / EPoS Workshop on the EU Merger 

Guidelines 

with the participation of members from DG Comp, European Commission 

1 – 2 October 2025, Mannheim 

  

Workshop venue: Room 4.57/58, L7 3-5, 68161 Mannheim, Germany 

start: Wednesday, October 1 at 5.30 pm 

end: Thursday, October 2 at 5 pm 

 

The European Commission is currently revising its Merger Guidelines. This workshop, which is 

organized in collaboration with the European Commission’s Chief Economist Team, explores 

current economic topics regarding the analysis of mergers. 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM WEDNESDAY, 1 October 2025 

 

17:30 – 19:00 

 

Session I: SETTING THE STAGE 

(MODERATOR: HANS ZENGER) 

 

 

 

19.30 –  

 

 

WORKSHOP DINNER 

 

 

 

 



 
  

THURSDAY, 2 October 2025 

 

09:00 – 10:15 

 

Session II: STRUCTURAL PRESUMPTIONS VERSUS EFFECTS-BASED 

ANALYSIS 

(MODERATOR: NICOLAS SCHUTZ) 

 

 

10:15 – 10:45 

 

COFFEE BREAK 

 

 

10:45 – 12:15 

 

Session III: INNOVATION EFFICIENCIES 

(MODERATOR: MARTIN PEITZ) 

WITH A SHORT PRESENTATION BY MATIAS PIETOLA 

 

 

12:15 – 13:45 

 

LUNCH 

 

 

13:45 – 15:00 

 

 

Session IV: ENTRENCHMENT OF MARKET POWER IN DYNAMIC 

MARKETS 

(MODERATOR: VOLKER NOCKE) 

 

 

15:00 – 15:30 

 

 

COFFEE BREAK 

 

15:30 – 16:45 

 

 

Session V: VERTICAL MERGERS BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE 

(MODERATOR: BENEDIKT HERZ) 

 

 

16:45 – 17:00 

 

 

WRAPPING UP 

(MODERATOR: EMANUELE TARANTINO) 

 

 

 

MaCCI – Mannheim Centre for Competition and Innovation 

EPoS - Collaborative Research Centre CRC TR 224 of the University of Bonn and University of 

Mannheim funded by the German Research Association (DFG)  

 



 
 

Participants 

from the European Commission: 

• Benedikt Herz 

• Matias Pietola 

• Emanuele Tarantino 

• Hans Zenger 

from Mannheim: 

• Jens-Uwe Franck 

• Volker Nocke 

• Martin Peitz 

• Nicolas Schutz 

other academics: 

• Igor Letina (U Bern) 

• Nate Miller (Georgetown U) 

• Markus Reisinger (Frankfurt School of Finance and Management) 

• Joel Stiebale (DICE, U Düsseldorf) 

 

Financial support by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (CRC TR 224, EPoS), the University 

of Mannheim, and the MaCCI Association is gratefully acknowledged. Over the last three years, 

the MaCCI Association receives membership fees from supporting members CRA and Solve 

Economics (both platinum members), as well as Compass Lexecon, Oxera, and RBB Economics 

(all three gold members). 

Organizer: Martin Peitz 


